Chinese New Year Curriculum
Designed by Mengdi Zhu
Established Goals:

Grade 2 G4 Human Systems

2 — G4.0.3 Use components of culture (e.g., foods, language, religion, traditions) to describe
diversity in the local community.

Big Idea: Cultural Diversity
Prerequisite Knowledge and Skill:

- Students will already know that Chinese is written in characters/symbols

- Students will already know that the pinyin system is a phonetic system that transcribes
Chinese characters

- Students will already know that Mandarin has four basic intonations

Enduring Understandings:

1. Students will understand that learning about practices and customs of another culture can help
them understand people from diverse backgrounds and also gain perspectives regarding their
own language and culture.

2. Students will understand that learning a second language will open doors for them both
professionally and personally because we live in a globalized society.

3. Students will understand that picking up a language is an on-going process that requires
consistent practice.

4. Students will understand that making mistakes is a natural part of the learning process that will
allow you to identify and improve your weaknesses.

5. Students will understand that celebrating cultural traditions and holidays enriches the diversity
of local communities.

Essential Questions:

* Why is it important to learn about the customs and practices of other cultures?
(Application)

» What are the benefits of being able to communicate in another language? (Application)
* Why do people celebrate and develop different holidays and traditions? (Perspective)

» How might learning a new language enhance your life? (Self-knowledge)



» How do the food, holidays, and practices of a place reflect its culture? (Empathy)

» How does celebrating the traditions and holidays of another culture enhance the local
community? (Empathy)

Key Knowledge and Skills Objectives:

Students will be able to...

Compare/contrast the differences in between the Chinese and American cultures using
the products and customs native to each

Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in
Mandarin

Explain the importance of the Chinese New Year celebrations

Retell the historical significance behind the Chinese New Year

Define vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

Recognize the ways in which Chinese traditions are celebrated in the local community



Chinese New Year Test

Let’s match the characters to the correct pictures!

1. #48 Bianpao a.
2. 7|3 tangyuan

3. 1% Fjidozi b.
4. fT% Dénglong

5. &4 Chanjuan



Let’s write some Chinese characters! In each of the boxes you must
write the correct character.

Xin nian kuai s

What does xin nian kuai lé mean?

Complete the sentences by circling the correct picture

Chi
iz




Objectives

1. Compare/contrast the differences in between the Chinese and American cultures using the
products and customs native to each

2. Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in Mandarin

3. Explain the importance of the Chinese New Year celebrations among Chinese communities
around the world

4. Write the characters of vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday
5. Define/recognize vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

6. Recognize the ways in which Chinese traditions are celebrated in the local community

Pre-Assessment

Draw a Venn Diagram that all students can see. Label one circle as “China” and label the other
“U.S.A”.

Explain that you will ask the students to place pictures (or words if you feel they are ready to do so)
related to holidays in the appropriate circle or hoop. Explain that the overlapping area is for things
that might be seen in both countries.

Hold up individual pictures of scenes from both the Chinese New Year and American holidays (e.g.,
Christmas, Halloween, etc.). Ask student in Mandarin, “Is this an image from the Chinese New Year
in China or a holiday in America?” Depending upon the picture shown, they should answer
appropriately. Then, attach or place the picture where they direct you to do so. Continue in this way
until all the pictures or labels you have are sorted. Then review the answers as a class. This pre-
assessment will gauge the students’ understandings of holiday customs and cultural differences
between China and America.

Test

The test is an objective test. Students will demonstrate their recognition of at least 15 vocabulary
terms. The test is out of 20 points. Each test item is scored independently. Certain test questions
are weighted and partial credit may be given. For the matching portion, each item is worth 1
point (5 points total). For the character writing section, students are required to write four
characters. Each character is worth 3 points. Full points are awarded for a correctly written
character. 2 points are given for a character with one missing or incorrectly written stroke. 1
point is given for a character with two missing or incorrectly written stroke. For characters with
more than 2 errors, no points are given. The written portion is worth 2 points. Students are given
a point for being able to read the phrase and a point for being able to translate the phrase into
English. The fill-in-the-blank question is worth 1 point.



The objectives tested are:
1. Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in Mandarin
2. Write the characters of vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

3. Memorize vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

Performance Assessment

My performance assessment measures the following objectives:

1. Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in Mandarin
2. Write the characters of vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

3. Memorize vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

Students will create an informational brochure on the Chinese New Year holiday. Each student will
write a description of the traditional foods, activities, and events along with illustrations. This activity
will allow students to demonstrate their understanding of the products and customs of the holiday as
well as provide students with an opportunity to exercise their Chinese speaking, writing, and reading
skills. The brochure format provides an authentic context for the students to present information
about the Chinese New Year.

Time: 3 Lessons (2 lessons for preparation, 1 lesson for presentations)
Materials Needed: Brochure template, construction paper, glue, scissors, pencils, colored pencils,
lined paper, access to computer (optional)

Self-Assessment

The self-assessment is a questionnaire. Students will be able to identify their weaknesses and
strengths in this unit. Students will evaluate their grasp of the knowledge and skills taught in this unit
such as reading, writing, and speaking Chinese.

As a teacher, | will self-assess the validity and reliability of my performance assessment and scoring
tool using the guidelines listed in the Stage Il Assignment page. The format would be a check-list.
The questions | will ask for my self-assessment would be:

- Does the assessment measure one of my higher level objectives?

- Are the directions clear for the students?

- Does the assessment measure individual work?

- Does the assessment reflect a real world context?

- Does the scoring tool measure the skills and knowledge used in the assessment?
- Are the levels and descriptors appropriate and easy to use?

- Are the elements all non-extraneous and non-arbitrary?

Formative Assessment Activities

Comparison/Contrast: Introduce students to the Chinese New Year. Engage them in discussion about
the holiday and ask them to make comparisons to their own customs.



Greetings: Explain to students the Chinese New Year greetings and lucky money exchanges.
Students form groups and exchange their own New Year greetings and lucky money pouches.

New Year Cards: Have students make a New Year greeting card with one of Chinese phrases of “Z&
.gong xi” and“*FHA 42 7Nian nian Nian nian you ya”.

These formative assessments measure students’ grasp of the knowledge and skills required for this
unit. The first activity measures the objective “Compare/contrast the differences in between the
Chinese and American cultures using the products and customs native to each country.” The
greeting activity measures the students’ oral speaking skills. This activity gives students an
opportunity to practice speaking Mandarin Chinese and gives the teacher feedback on the
students’ pronunciation and fluency levels. The third activity measures the students’ ability to
write Chinese characters. The teacher can use this activity to gauge the students’ writing skills
and provide students with more writing practice if necessary. These assessment activities are
meant to identify the students’ areas of weakness. Once the teacher has identified which area
students need more support in, the teacher can dedicate more time teaching and practicing the
skill. Students must have a strong grasp of the skills and knowledge assessed in these activities in
order to build upon them for the performance assessment and for their future lessons.



Xih nigh Kuai |e
Happy New Year
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Let’s make a brochure to teaCh our friends and families about the

Chinese New Year! Complete the sentences by filling in the blanks.

Fill in the blanks with the correct date.

When is Chinese New Year’s?
=&
H yué Month

B— H yi yué January

— H éryué February
— Hsan yué March

Vg H si yué April
+H.Hwi yué May

75 A it yue June

-+ H qi yué July

J\ H ba yué August

L Hjit yué September
-+ H shi yué October
—+— H shiyi November
—+— Hshi ér yué December

Shi chin jié.

is the Chinese New Year’s.

H ri Day

Bl— yi One
—erTwo
— san Three
VU si Four
H. wi Five
7% lit Six

-+ g1 Seven
J\ ba Eight
J1 jit Nine
-+ shi Ten
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Choose at least two items from each category. Draw or print a picture of each
food, activity, or craft you choose.

What foods are eaten?

Az . Wdmen chi . We eat .

¢ K mi rice ¢ ZE¥E nidn gao rice cake

¢ & rou meat ¢ %~ jido zi dumpling

¢ 2] 57 héng dou red bean ¢ % Miantido noodles

¢ %1 jido zi dumpling ¢ &4 Chinjuan Springrolls

What are some Chinese New Year crafts?

AT . Wdmen zud . We make
V &€ xiang bao V Fragrance pouches

V Z218] héng bao V Red pouches

V ] JEDénglong V Lanterns

V B54%Jidnzhi V Paper cuttings

What are the Chinese New Year events?
RATE . Wd men kan . We will watch the

< #EYfIBianpao Firecrackers

<> #& ¥ WU long Dragon dance

O MR Yan hud Fireworks

O E1TY6u xing Parade

O EFTiH£Chan jié wan hui Chinese New Year Gala



What’s your favorite part of the Chinese New Year?

EeEEWR . WO zui xi huan . My favorite part
is

%* [Z,Chi Eating * FRGé Songs

* i Zud Making * HJf yuébing moon cake

* LtWan Playing * HE 1/ nidn hud New Year paintings

* B Chang Singing * FEDbai nian New Year visits

* P{EE+heé nidn k3 Greeting cards

¥* V7 [FABtangyuan Sweet rice balls

* [k % & yasuigian

* K chinlidn Poetic couplet
Pick a greeting!

¢ FRE R Gong xi fa cai Wishing you prosperity

¢ FEHE Nian nian you gian Wishing you lots of money
¢ FTEFRR XN nidn kuai le Happy New Year

¢ B FXin nidn dao New Year is here

You Wwill present your brochure to the Class. After you have filled in
the blahks, You Cah use these completed sentences and phrases
from the handouts inh Your presentation. Your presentation must be
1 t0 2 minhutes |ong.




Scoring Tool

Elements 5 3 1

Content I have used 8 or I have used 6 to 7 I have used 5 or less
more vocabulary vocabulary terms vocabulary terms
terms

Accuracy I have matched all I have matched most | | tried to match at

pictures correctly.

of the pictures
correctly.

least one picture
correctly.

Presentation

| pronounced the
words loudly,

| pronounced most
of the words loudly

I did not speak
clearly or loudly. I

clearly, and fluently. | and clearly. was hard to
understand
Characters All of my characters | Most of my My characters are

are neatly and
correctly written.

characters are neatly
and correctly
written.

hard to read and
incorrect.




Celf-Assessment
CircCle whiCch one best reflects your abilities.

O ©

T'm great! T’ okay 1 heed help

1 cah read and write the Chinese New Year Characters.

Y ©

Tm great! T'm okay 1 need help

1 Canh match pictures of the Chinhese New Year’s items to their
hames.

Y ©

T'm great! T’ okay 1 heed help




1 Canh pronounce the words well

Y ©

T'm great! T'm okay 1 need help

1 Can eXplain the Chihese New Year foods, activities, ahd Crafts.

Y ©

T'm great! T’ okay 1 heed help

1 did really well on:

1 heed more work on:



Established Goals:
Grade 2 G4 Human Systems

2 — G4.0.3 Use components of culture (e.g., foods, language, religion, traditions) to describe
diversity in the local community.

Objectives:

1. Compare/contrast the differences in between the Chinese and American cultures using the
products and customs native to each

2. Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in Mandarin

3. Explain the importance of the Chinese New Year celebrations among Chinese communities
around the world

4. Write the characters of vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday
5. Define/recognize vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday
6. Recognize the ways in which Chinese traditions are celebrated in the local community

Enduring Understandings:

1. Students will understand that learning about practices and customs of another culture can help
them understand people from diverse backgrounds and also gain perspectives regarding their
own language and culture.

2. Students will understand that learning a second language will open doors for them both
professionally and personally because we live in a globalized society.

3. Students will understand that picking up a language is an on-going process that requires
consistent practice.

4. Students will understand that making mistakes is a natural part of the learning process that will
allow you to identify and improve your weaknesses.

5. Students will understand that celebrating cultural traditions and holidays enriches the diversity
of local communities.



If... Then

If

Then

Compare/contrast the differences in
between the Chinese and American
cultures using the products and customs
native to each

Venn Diagram pre-assessment activity
Matching game: match the appropriate
activity/product to the correct holiday
Write two short stories describing New
Year’s Day, one in the American tradition
and one in the Chinese tradition

Name the significant products and
customs of the Chinese New Year
holiday in Mandarin

Chinese New Year product and custom
discussion

Chinese New Year bingo

Recite Chinese New Year poetry

Explain the importance of the Chinese
New Year celebrations

Read and explore text sets on the Chinese
New Year history

Research a Chinese New Year
activity/custom and present a 1-minute
speech

Chinese New Year artifacts show-and-tell

Retell the historical significance behind
the Chinese New Year

Re-enact the legend of “Nian”, the origin
of the Chinese New Year traditions
Create a storyboard of the Chinese Lunar
Zodiac

History of Chinese New Year video

Define/recognize vocabulary related to
the Chinese New Year holiday

Matching game
New Year’s greeting cards
Spring symbol activity

Recognize the ways in which Chinese
traditions are celebrated in the local
community

Discuss and present local Chinese New
Year events

Extension activity: students bring
dishes/products from home to share
Extension activity: students may attend a
Chinese New Year event from the local
Chinese community




Objectives

1. Compare/contrast the differences in between the Chinese and American cultures using the
products and customs native to each

2. Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in Mandarin

3. Explain the importance of the Chinese New Year celebrations among Chinese communities
around the world

4. Write the characters of vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday
5. Define/recognize vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday
6. Recognize the ways in which Chinese traditions are celebrated in the local community

Day One

e Conduct the Pre-Assessment activity. Compare cultural images in a Venn Diagram.

e Introduce students to the Chinese New Year. Engage them in discussion about the
Chinese New Year and ask them to make comparisons to their own customs.

e Present lesson on the historical significance of the Chinese New Year
e Introduce key vocabulary
e Show and tell students about traditional decorations and products

Day Two
e Show Chinese New Year festivities video
e Present lesson on the traditional customs and activities of the Chinese New Year
e Play a matching game.
e Spring symbol activity

Day Three

e Present lesson on the most popular New Year foods and their special meanings
e Chinese New Year’s dinner role play

e As an extension activity give students the optional assignment to make a dish of Chinese
food to present during the next class

e Chant the rhyme of “#74%/| xIn nian dao New Year is here”
e Play Chinese bingo

Day Four

e Have students present and share the Chinese food they brought.

e Share local events and activities from the community that celebrate the Chinese New
Years

e Students may attend one of the local cultural events as an extension activity



Day Five

e Review the thyme “¥74F %] xn nian dao New Year is here”.

e Present lesson on New Year’s greeting cards

e Have students make a New Year greeting card with one of Chinese phrases of “#§ & gong
x” and“-4- 42 Nidn nidn Nin nian you yi”.

e Simulate a traditional “New Year’s Visits” in which students go door-to-door and
exchange New Year’s cards and well wishes with neighbors

e Learn the song called “#§%, #5%E gong xi, gong xi.”

Day Six
e Review the rhyme “#74F#l|xin nidn dio New Year is here” and the song “#% &, K=
gong xi, gong xi”
e Explain to students the Chinese New Year customs of the lantern’s festival
e Show students the characters of lantern festival
e Arrange a lantern riddle activity. You may divide students into 6 groups with each group
making two lanterns with the riddle hanging on it.

Day Seven
e Introduce students to the performance assessment project
e Students will write a short paragraph about what they would do during Chinese New
Year. Show an example and give requirements about what is necessary in the paragraph,
such as date, activities, food, etc.

Day Eight
e Review the rhyme “#74F%//x1n nian dao New Year is here” and the song “#8 5., %%
gong xi, gong xi”
e Students work on their brochure project

Day Nine
e Student brochure presentation

Day Ten
e Chinese New Year unit test
e Evaluate and give feedback on their projects
e Conclude the unit with a self-evaluation



Day One Lesson

Grade: 2"

Subject: Mandarin Chinese/ Chinese New Year Introduction/ “Cultural Diversity”

Enduring Understanding (W): Students will understand that learning about the practices and customs
of another culture can help them understand people from diverse backgrounds and also gain
perspectives regarding their own language and culture.

Key Knowledge and Skills to be gained (W):

1. Compare/contrast the differences in between the Chinese and American cultures using the
products and customs native to each

2. Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in Mandarin

Resources needed for the lesson (O):
- Photos of western New Year’s items and traditional Chinese New Year’s items
- Chalk
- Powerpoint presentation
- Traditional Chinese New Year products (spring symbols, lucky money pouches, lanterns,
firecrackers, window art, fragrance pouches)
- Vocabulary hand-out
Time required (O): 40 minutes
Environment (O): Whole group on carpet
Hook (H): “How do we celebrate the New Year’s in America? How do you think it is celebrated in
China?”
Learning Experiences (E):
1. Hook: Ask students to make predictions that will guide them in the pre-assessment activity.
2. Pre-assessment activity: as a group, students arrange photos New Year’s products as Chinese,
American, or both on a Venn diagram.
3. Engage students in a discussion about the differences and similarities in the Chinese New Year and
the western New Year celebrations.
4. Show Powerpoint presentation on the historical significance of the New Year
5. Pass out and review handout containing key vocabulary words.
6. Present show-and-tell about traditional Chinese New Year products and decorations
7. Open exploration time: students may ask questions, look at the photos, or explore the show-and-
tell items

Assessment (E2):
- Exitslip
- Questioning
- Discussion

Differentiation (T):

To accommodate for different student interests, | would provide a variety of material to introduce the
key concepts of the Chinese New Year. | will engage the students using visual, auditory, and tactile
stimulation. For the ELL students, | will provide simple picture books about the western New Year to
familiarize the students on the New Year customs before this lesson. | will modify the presentations
to simplify the English sentence structures. This lesson incorporates visual representations such as
the Venn diagram to draw clear connections between the concepts and vocabulary.



Day Two Lesson

Grade: 2"

Subject: Mandarin Chinese/ Chinese New Year Festivities/ “Cultural Customs”

Enduring Understanding (W): Students will understand that learning about the practices and customs
of another culture can help them understand people from diverse backgrounds and also gain
perspectives regarding their own language and culture.

Key Knowledge and Skills to be gained (W):

4. Write the characters of vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

5. Define/recognize vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

Resources needed for the lesson (O):
- Photos of Chinese New Year items and corresponding vocabulary on cards
- Chalk/marker
- 8x8 pieces of red paper
- Black acrylic paint and paintbrush OR black marker
- Powerpoint presentation
- Chinese New Year festivities video
- Chinese New Year decorations
Time required (O): 40 minutes
Environment (O): Whole group on carpet for the matching game and presentation, small groups at
desks for the spring symbol activity

Hook (H): Gallery Walk- Students explore a section of the classroom decorated like the traditional
Chinese Lantern Festival

Learning Experiences (E):

1. Hook: Students browse through the gallery walk

2. Discussion: students share their observations about how the Chinese New Year is celebrated. Ask
students about the significance of certain items, drawing upon their previous knowledge of Chinese
culture.

3. Play Chinese New Year festivities video.

4. Show Powerpoint presentation on the traditional customs and activities of the Chinese New
Year.

5. Play a matching game. On the left side of the board, place pictures of Chinese New Year food
and activities. Ask students to draw a line between the matching pair. Allow students to come
forward one at a time as they volunteer.

6. Explain the significance of the Spring Symbol decoration. Demonstrate how to make one.

7. Pass out materials for the Spring Symbol activity.

8. Students use the remainder of the lesson to construct their Spring Symbols.

Revising and Reflecting Experiences (R): Matching game- students practice their vocabulary
recognition skills by matching the picture with the correct term.

Assessment (E2): The Spring Symbol activity is a formative assessment on the students’ ability
to write the characters of the vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday (5).



Differentiation (T):

In the matching game, challenge advanced students to pronounce vocabulary correctly as well as
correctly matching the pictures. For developing students, focus on improving character
recognition skills.

For the Spring Symbol activity, | will provide character-writing guide sheets to help students
with developing fine motor skills. There will be a variety of characters of varying levels of
difficulty so students can select the character that is suitable to their abilities.

Curriculum Outline and Lesson Plans
Established Goals:
Grade 2 G4 Human Systems

2 — G4.0.3 Use components of culture (e.g., foods, language, religion, traditions) to describe
diversity in the local community.

Objectives:

1. Compare/contrast the differences in between the Chinese and American cultures using the
products and customs native to each

2. Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in Mandarin

3. Explain the importance of the Chinese New Year celebrations among Chinese communities
around the world

4. Write the characters of vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday
5. Define/recognize vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday
6. Recognize the ways in which Chinese traditions are celebrated in the local community

Enduring Understandings:

1. Students will understand that learning about practices and customs of another culture can help
them understand people from diverse backgrounds and also gain perspectives regarding their
own language and culture.

2. Students will understand that learning a second language will open doors for them both
professionally and personally because we live in a globalized society.

3. Students will understand that picking up a language is an on-going process that requires
consistent practice.

4. Students will understand that making mistakes is a natural part of the learning process that will
allow you to identify and improve your weaknesses.

5. Students will understand that celebrating cultural traditions and holidays enriches the diversity
of local communities.



If... Then

If

Then

Compare/contrast the differences in
between the Chinese and American
cultures using the products and customs
native to each

Venn Diagram pre-assessment activity
Matching game: match the appropriate
activity/product to the correct holiday
Write two short stories describing New
Year’s Day, one in the American tradition
and one in the Chinese tradition

Name the significant products and
customs of the Chinese New Year
holiday in Mandarin

Chinese New Year product and custom
discussion

Chinese New Year bingo

Recite Chinese New Year poetry

Explain the importance of the Chinese
New Year celebrations

Read and explore text sets on the Chinese
New Year history

Research a Chinese New Year
activity/custom and present a 1-minute
speech

Chinese New Year artifacts show-and-tell

Retell the historical significance behind
the Chinese New Year

Re-enact the legend of “Nian”, the origin
of the Chinese New Year traditions
Create a storyboard of the Chinese Lunar
Zodiac

History of Chinese New Year video

Define/recognize vocabulary related to
the Chinese New Year holiday

Matching game
New Year’s greeting cards
Spring symbol activity

Recognize the ways in which Chinese
traditions are celebrated in the local
community

Discuss and present local Chinese New
Year events

Extension activity: students bring
dishes/products from home to share
Extension activity: students may attend a
Chinese New Year event from the local
Chinese community




Objectives

1. Compare/contrast the differences in between the Chinese and American cultures using the
products and customs native to each

2. Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in Mandarin

3. Explain the importance of the Chinese New Year celebrations among Chinese communities
around the world

4. Write the characters of vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

5. Define/recognize vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

6. Recognize the ways in which Chinese traditions are celebrated in the local community

Day One

Conduct the Pre-Assessment activity. Compare cultural images in a Venn Diagram.

Introduce students to the Chinese New Year. Engage them in discussion about the
Chinese New Year and ask them to make comparisons to their own customs.

Present lesson on the historical significance of the Chinese New Year
Introduce key vocabulary
Show and tell students about traditional decorations and products

Day Two

Show Chinese New Year festivities video

Present lesson on the traditional customs and activities of the Chinese New Year
Play a matching game.

Spring symbol activity

Day Three

Present lesson on the most popular New Year foods and their special meanings
Chinese New Year’s dinner role play

As an extension activity give students the optional assignment to make a dish of Chinese
food to present during the next class

Chant the rthyme of “#4F £ xn nian dao New Year is here”
Play Chinese bingo

Day Four



e Have students present and share the Chinese food they brought.
e Share local events and activities from the community that celebrate the Chinese New
Years

e Students may attend one of the local cultural events as an extension activity
Day Five

e Review the rhyme “#74F%!| xin nidn dao New Year is here”.

e Present lesson on New Year’s greeting cards

e Have students make a New Year greeting card with one of Chinese phrases of “75 % gong
x” and“4F4EF 42 ’Nidn nidn Nidn nian you yi”.

e Simulate a traditional “New Year’s Visits” in which students go door-to-door and
exchange New Year’s cards and well wishes with neighbors

e Learn the song called “4§%, 7%= gong xi, gong xi.”

Day Six
e Review the thyme “#74F%/xtn nidn dio New Year is here” and the song “#% 5., K=
gong xi, gong xi”
e Explain to students the Chinese New Year customs of the lantern’s festival
e Show students the characters of lantern festival

e Arrange a lantern riddle activity. You may divide students into 6 groups with each group
making two lanterns with the riddle hanging on it.

Day Seven
e Introduce students to the performance assessment project
e Students will write a short paragraph about what they would do during Chinese New
Year. Show an example and give requirements about what is necessary in the paragraph,
such as date, activities, food, etc.

Day Eight
e Review the thyme “¥74F%I|x1n nian dao New Year is here” and the song “#% 5, #%E
gong xi, gong xi”
e Students work on their brochure project

Day Nine
e Student brochure presentation

Day Ten
e Chinese New Year unit test
e Evaluate and give feedback on their projects
e Conclude the unit with a self-evaluation



Day One Lesson

Grade: 2"

Subject: Mandarin Chinese/ Chinese New Year Introduction/ “Cultural Diversity”

Enduring Understanding (W): Students will understand that learning about the practices and customs
of another culture can help them understand people from diverse backgrounds and also gain
perspectives regarding their own language and culture.

Key Knowledge and Skills to be gained (W):

1. Compare/contrast the differences in between the Chinese and American cultures using the
products and customs native to each

2. Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in Mandarin

Resources needed for the lesson (O):
- Photos of western New Year’s items and traditional Chinese New Year’s items
- Chalk
- Powerpoint presentation
- Traditional Chinese New Year products (spring symbols, lucky money pouches, lanterns,
firecrackers, window art, fragrance pouches)
- Vocabulary hand-out
Time required (O): 40 minutes
Environment (O): Whole group on carpet
Hook (H): “How do we celebrate the New Year’s in America? How do you think it is celebrated in
China?”
Learning Experiences (E):
1. Hook: Ask students to make predictions that will guide them in the pre-assessment activity.
2. Pre-assessment activity: as a group, students arrange photos New Year’s products as Chinese,
American, or both on a Venn diagram.
3. Engage students in a discussion about the differences and similarities in the Chinese New Year and
the western New Year celebrations.
4. Show Powerpoint presentation on the historical significance of the New Year
5. Pass out and review handout containing key vocabulary words.
6. Present show-and-tell about traditional Chinese New Year products and decorations
7. Open exploration time: students may ask questions, look at the photos, or explore the show-and-
tell items

Assessment (E2):
- Exitslip
- Questioning
- Discussion

Differentiation (T):

To accommodate for different student interests, | would provide a variety of material to introduce the
key concepts of the Chinese New Year. | will engage the students using visual, auditory, and tactile
stimulation. For the ELL students, | will provide simple picture books about the western New Year to
familiarize the students on the New Year customs before this lesson. | will modify the presentations
to simplify the English sentence structures. This lesson incorporates visual representations such as
the Venn diagram to draw clear connections between the concepts and vocabulary.



Day Two Lesson

Grade: 2"

Subject: Mandarin Chinese/ Chinese New Year Festivities/ “Cultural Customs”

Enduring Understanding (W): Students will understand that learning about the practices and customs
of another culture can help them understand people from diverse backgrounds and also gain
perspectives regarding their own language and culture.

Key Knowledge and Skills to be gained (W):

4. Write the characters of vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

5. Define/recognize vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday

Resources needed for the lesson (O):
- Photos of Chinese New Year items and corresponding vocabulary on cards
- Chalk/marker
- 8x8 pieces of red paper
- Black acrylic paint and paintbrush OR black marker
- Powerpoint presentation
- Chinese New Year festivities video
- Chinese New Year decorations
Time required (O): 40 minutes
Environment (O): Whole group on carpet for the matching game and presentation, small groups at
desks for the spring symbol activity

Hook (H): Gallery Walk- Students explore a section of the classroom decorated like the traditional
Chinese Lantern Festival

Learning Experiences (E):

1. Hook: Students browse through the gallery walk

2. Discussion: students share their observations about how the Chinese New Year is celebrated. Ask
students about the significance of certain items, drawing upon their previous knowledge of Chinese
culture.

3. Play Chinese New Year festivities video.

4. Show Powerpoint presentation on the traditional customs and activities of the Chinese New
Year.

5. Play a matching game. On the left side of the board, place pictures of Chinese New Year food
and activities. Ask students to draw a line between the matching pair. Allow students to come
forward one at a time as they volunteer.

6. Explain the significance of the Spring Symbol decoration. Demonstrate how to make one.

7. Pass out materials for the Spring Symbol activity.

8. Students use the remainder of the lesson to construct their Spring Symbols.

Revising and Reflecting Experiences (R): Matching game- students practice their vocabulary
recognition skills by matching the picture with the correct term.

Assessment (E2): The Spring Symbol activity is a formative assessment on the students’ ability
to write the characters of the vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday (5).



Differentiation (T):

In the matching game, challenge advanced students to pronounce vocabulary correctly as well as
correctly matching the pictures. For developing students, focus on improving character
recognition skills.

For the Spring Symbol activity, | will provide character-writing guide sheets to help students
with developing fine motor skills. There will be a variety of characters of varying levels of
difficulty so students can select the character that is suitable to their abilities.

Day 3 Lesson
Grade: 2™
Subject: Mandarin Chinese/ Chinese New Year Foods/ “Cultural Diversity”
Enduring Understanding (W):
1. Students will understand that learning about the practices and customs of another culture can help
them understand people from diverse backgrounds and also gain perspectives regarding their own
language and culture.
3. Students will understand that picking up a language is an on-going process that requires consistent
practice.
Key Knowledge and Skills to be gained (W):
2. Name the significant products and customs of the Chinese New Year holiday in Mandarin
3. Explain the importance of the Chinese New Year celebrations among Chinese communities
around the world

5. Define/recognize vocabulary related to the Chinese New Year holiday
Resources needed for the lesson (O):

- Powerpoint presentation

- Food props (cut-out photos of food)
- Chinese poem

- Chinese bingo sheets and cards

Time required (O): 40 minutes

Environment: Whole group on carpet for the hook, presentation, and poem recitation, small
groups at desk for the Chinese bingo game.

Hook (H): Ask students to share about how food is used to celebrate holidays. Students may
share about their family dishes or traditional dishes in their cultures.

Learning Experiences (E):
1. Hook: engage students in discussion
2. Show Powerpoint presentation on the Chinese New Year’s foods and their meanings.

3. Chinese New Year dinner role-play. Pick students to volunteer as participants at a traditional
Chinese New family dinner, with designated family roles. Students act out the customs and share
the dishes that would be present at an authentic Chinese New Year meal.



4. Give students the optional extension activity of bringing in a traditional Chinese New Year’s
dish. Provide simple recipes for them to use.

5. Share poem ‘¥ | xin nian dao New Year is here”. Students chant and recite poem.
6. Introduce Chinese New Year’s bingo game. Pass out bingo sheets and cards.
7. Play Chinese bingo for the remainder of the lesson.

8. For homework, assign students to fill out a graphic organizer that sums up what they have
learned about different aspects of the Chinese New Year so far. Provide a feedback section that
asks students for any questions or things they would like to learn more about.

Revising and Reflecting Experiences (R):

- Exitslips
- Questioning
- Graphic organizer

Assessment (E2): The Chinese bingo game is a formative assessment that gives students an
opportunity to further review and practice their vocabulary recognition skills.

Differentiation (T):

Provide developing students with a modified version of the Chinese bingo game that features
photos instead of characters. The focus for these students is to be able to link the Mandarin terms
to their correct photo, to identify the correct item based on oral language. For advanced students,
provide bingo sheets that feature characters. The focus for these students is character recognition.
Students will be able to match the item to the correct character based on oral language.

Summary of Explanation for Understandings

This unit incorporates the 3E’s by incorporating hands-on activities, plenty of formative
assessment opportunities, and a streamlined design that covers the key concepts. This unit plan
provides simulations that provide students an opportunity to apply their Mandarin language skills
in an authentic context. Some examples would be the Chinese New Year family dinner role-play,
the New Year’s visits simulation, and the Lantern festival riddle-guessing activity. These
activities allow students to practice their oral speaking skills in a real-world situation while
gaining first-hand experience of Chinese customs and traditions. This unit uses games such as
the matching game and the Chinese bingo to help students learn the vocabulary and develop their
Mandarin language skills. The Spring Symbol and New Year’s greeting cards activities targets
students’ character-writing skills. The unit is designed to maximize efficiency by breaking the
expansive Chinese New Year holiday into chunks, with each lesson focusing on a specific aspect
of the holiday.

This unit is aligned with the constructivist learning theory by encouraging students to
accommaodate and project their knowledge through simulations, hands-on activities, and their
final presentations. Students are also given opportunities to self-reflect upon their learning
through the use of exit slips, graphic organizers, and open discussion/question periods.



The activities and assessments in this unit are designed to provide students with an in-depth look
and experience of the traditions and customs of the Chinese culture. Students will be able to gain
a new perspective of the Chinese culture while building upon their Mandarin language skills.

Lesson Plan Activities

Rhyme “New Year is here”
XIn nian dao , X1 nidan dao , jia jid guo nian zhen

BoE B, B B, KK L FE K rénao

A [f.  tie dui lidn , song hé ka , baojidozi, qing tuan
yuan It X% BE o, X B R, B w1, K H [
wo gé&i da jia bai gé niém , zhu ni kuai 1¢ you ping an & 4 K

A E L, MR R R P %

New Year is here, New Year is here, every family is bustling with noise and excitement. Paste the
poetic couplet on the doorway, send out the greeting card, making dumpling, celebrating the
reunion. Greetings to everybody, | wish you have a happy and peaceful new year!

& chanlian Spring Symbol activity

MATERIALS

8 x 8 piece of red paper

Black acrylic paint and paintbrush OR
Black marker

1. Students pick a character to write on their piece of red paper. They can choose from “prosperity”,
“spring”, and “good luck”.

2. Students write the character onto the paper using the black paint or marker.
3. Hang finished work on doors
Play a matching game. On the left side of the board, place pictures of Chinese New Year food and

activities. Ask students to draw a line between the matching pair. Allow students to come forward
one at a time as they volunteer.



#3460

R EH
= ARCNNST) A
i B HUE BT T
Z EXE HreE y

[

=

|

J




